
 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
ETHICS COMMISSION MEETING 

November 12, 2014 
5:30 P.M. 

City Hall, 1st Floor Conference Room 
1110 Houston Street, Laredo, Texas 

 

I. Call to Order 
 
With a quorum present, Chairperson Miguel Zúñiga called the meeting to order. 
 

II. Roll Call/ Declaration of Quorum 
 
Miguel Zúñiga 
George Juarez 
Mercurio Martinez III 
Joaquin Cigarroa 
David Cardwell 
 
Motion to excuse Mirta Piña and recuse John Kelley and Elsa Galvan. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Juarez 
Second:  Commissioner Martinez 
For:  5    Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 

III. Approval of minutes 
 
Approval of meeting minutes of September 30, 2014 with letters attached. Approval 
of meeting minutes of October 28, 2014. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of September 30, 2014 and October 28, 2014. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Cigarroa 
Second:  Commissioner Juarez 
For:  5    Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 

IV. Ethics Commission Communications and Announcements 
 
None. 
 

V. Citizen Communication: General 
 
None. 



 
 

 
VI. Discussion with possible action regarding the following:  

The Commission will convene under Section 8.06 of the City Ethics for assessment of a 
complaint filed on October 20, 2014, by George Altgelt against Councilman Jorge Vera 
alleging violations of Section 2.02 (a) of the Ethics Code (Unfair Advancement of Private 
Interests). 
 
Adriana Benavides of Maddox Independent Council announced that Mr. Altgelt 
withdrew his complaint that afternoon by letter because he believed that the issue had 
become moot after Cm. Vera was recalled as a City Council Member. 
 
Commissioner Zúñiga read the letter as follows: 
 
Pursuant to our previous conversation, in light of recent developments, specifically the 
election results regarding the recall of Mr. Vera, the Laredo City Council’s subsequent 
ratification of said results and this effective removal as a Councilman, we are hereby 
withdrawing our ethics complaint against Mr. Vera.  Since he is no longer a City 
Councilman, the prosecution of an ethics complaint against him, though with merit, is 
now moot.  Therefore, in the interest of judicial economy, deference to the City’s limited 
resources and the time of the Commissioners and those concerned we respectfully 
withdraw our complaint subject to the following limited reservations: should former 
Councilman Vera attempt in any way to holdover, we would continue with the 
prosecution of the aforementioned complaint along with an amendment thereto 
addressing his holdover in violation of the law as it relates to public officials that had 
been duly recalled by their constituents. Should you have any additional concerns 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me directly and thank you for 
your service and professional courtesies regarding your management of this case in 
behalf of the city.  
 
Highest regards, 
 
George Altgelt 
 
Motion to take no action on item 6. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Juarez 
Second:  Commissioner Cigarroa 
For:  5    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 

VII. Staff Briefings 
Recommendation to the Commission by the Ethic Compliance Officer on the Annual 
Report to be filed with the City Council pursuant to Section 8.10 of the Ethics Code. 
 



 
 

Kristina Hale informed the Commission that their deadline of January 31 was upcoming 
and that they should include in their report this year any recommendations and activity 
that is crucial that the City Council consider regarding making changes to the Code of 
Ethics, such as the Commission receiving training. 
 
Commissioner Zúñiga suggested holding a workshop to discuss possible revisions to the 
Code to submit in the report. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Cardwell 
Second:  Commissioner Cigarroa 
For:  5    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 


